
The occurrenee of Bembix rottrsta F. in the Scandinavian
countriee. (IIym. Sphecidae)

By STELLAN ERLANDSSoN

In the summer of 1741 when Linn6 (17451 visited the island of Gotland
he found a colony of an aculeate hymenopteron which has later been estab-
lished as Bembit rostrata F. (Dahlbom 1837). This is the fist lime the occur-
rence of this insect is mentioned in Sweden.

During Dahlbom's time 8. rostrala was only to be found in the provinces
of Scania and Gotland. In Scania it was found on several localities and some
of thenr are still inhabited by Bembin As this insect has very characteristic
looks and way of living we can without any hesitation have confidence in
the information of localities given by Dahlbom (1837, 1E43---45).

However, in spite of insufficient investigation of the Swedish aculeate
hymenoptera there are a fair number of finds rvhich make it possible to get
an adequate view of the distribution of Bembix roslrala in Sweden.

Aurivillus (1904) mentions the distribution of B. rosttato as Sk.-Upl.
(:the provinces of Scania--flpland). On the basis of this information rve
feel tempted to conclude that it occurs on suitable localities rtrithin the whole
territory. Horvever, this is not lhe case. The enclosed map of distribution
shows that Bembix tostrata occurs in the southern and southeastern provinces
of the country. The northernmost find has been made at Upsala. Besides
there is a find in lhe province of Siidermanland, a female captured by P.
Wahlberg but u'ithout further informalion.

Anrong the other Scandinavian countries Bembir tosttete is only found
in Denmark and there only on the island of Sjaeltand and Bornholm. At
the last-mentioned island Bembir rostrata is living in several localities in
the southern part of the island.

Considering the present data Bembix rostralo seem to exist in fairly large
numbers of individuals on some localities rvhich is also confirmed by infor-
mation in the literature Dahlbom (1837, 1843-.15, Tjeder 1954).

Concerning the occurrence of Bembir rostrdra in Llpland there is a speci-
men in the collection of the Museum of Natural History in Stockholm only
with the information 'Upl.P.Wg." (:Upland, P. \\'ahlberg). In the sane
collection there are two specimen I6 captured in Upsala in the year of 1901
by A. Roman. From the same locality lhere are also specimens captured by
Prof. O. Lundblad. Lundblad (1912) mentions that the colony in this locality
is by no means big and there is a risk that it might be extirpated. Unfortu-
nately Lundblad's fears are now verified because the locality has been totally
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fig, l. The dislribution ot Benbir rostr4ra F. in the ScandinaYian counlries. OriSinal.
O:the tocality not quite &nos'n.

destro]'ed owing to new settlement. There are no finds from other localities
in Upsala or its surroundings.

The dislribution of Bembit ro.{lr.rla seem to be in Sweden of lhe saure
type as P/rilnnlftus triangulum F-. (lirlandsson 1962).

In lhe following list of localities as on the map of distribution I have
included all knorvn localities, old as rvell as recent ones.

The Gernran localilies are communicated by Wagner (1037).
For help with malerials and information I express by hearty thrnks to

the follorving gentlemen: Demonslrator H...\.ndersson, I-und; Dr. N. Natvig,
Oslol Dr. ll. Pedersen, Copenhagen; N{r. E. Yalkeila, Hiimeeulinna.

Bembix roEtrata F.
List ol habitat

Sweden

Skflne lScania) : "Omkring Lund pi sandfliickar i Kjeflinge Tallplantering,
i FAgelsflng, vid .{busa, Silfikra" (Dahlbom 1E37 p. 254); 'in vicinitale urbis
Lund inlra Pinetum Lackalinge, in fruticetes FAgelslng et .{busa, ad villam
5 E onol. Tt, f,rc.8f. Il, t-2,19oi
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Denmalk

Silflkra vel in floribus Rubi caesii intra alnetum infra arcem vel juxta littus
lacus Kraken (d. 28 .{ugusti 1838) in aggere arenaceo 35 feminas et 3 mares
sine rrrora D. Prof. Zetterstedt et ipse deprehendimus, ad I(iviks-Esperiid. in
litore nraris ad Sandhammaren inter urbes Cimbrishamn et Ystad, in Kulle-
berg haud procul ab urbe Helsingborg e.s.p." (Dahlbour 18-13-.15). KAse-
berga. in campis arenosis ad K. d. 2-o-2r-17 l85t C. H. Bohenran (1E51).
Knflinge 5/8 1s51. (1. H. Boheman ll85l). Ahus: Hornu 3/8 1930 (?). D.
Gaunitz. Ahus: Firablck, 5 km north of Ahus Ii. J. Hedquist. Kniibiick 10/7
1938 N. .{rton (28 individuats both 9d). Simrishanrn 2216 lS12 (3 6\.2217
1919 rQ). s. selander: 3ol7 1957 {?). 7/E 1958 (9). s/7 -58 t.t 6), r9/7 -58 I
visiting lftymus serpgllum. S. Erlandsson. Glads:rx: 1'jtirnedala l{/7 19+0
(2?).221i 19+9 (C). S. Selander. \'itab]'to the north of \-itemdlla l8/7 19{ir
rQr. G. \\'iingsjii. \'itlskii!le loli l91i r3 dr. K. J. Hedquist. Liiderrrp se|eral
r? dr ttt;0. B. Tjeder r1954 p. 68r: 19./7 1958 rQ dr both Yisitirrg Thynrus
serp. S. Erlandsson. Ystad 1617 lgil 16\ Thgmus serp., llh 1952 i2 d)
,4.nciasc officinolis, 2917 -,t2 t2 9).6/8 -52 rd 39), one of the females cap-
Iured irr Eliernrcftiunt umbelk unt, l/8 1959 tQ Hit. umbelletum). E. \Yies-
lander. - Blekinge: Hiillevik 10iE 1933 l9). \'. Butovitsch. Pukavik 19/7
1950 tQ). T. Gisldn. - Oland: Hii8srunr-St. Ritr 3/7 1939 (9),6/i -39 (9).
.{. Jansson: El7 lgll (3 ? 3 6), l1l7 -41 (? 5 d). E. Wieslander. Iliigsrum:
Rrrrnarunr 617 ts39 (?1.717 -3s \9), t3l7 -89 (? d), 1517 -89 (9). 16/7 -39
19),til1 -3s 13 9). r8/? 1910 {9), s./7 r94r (d). ttlT -41 (9 d). E. Wieslander.
Htigsrrrnr: Rilla 7/7 1939 (2 ? 5 61, llli -39 (9 2 d). E. \Yieslander. H6gs-
rum: the road belrveen Stugb)'n-Runnarurn 1-ll8 1941 (?). Kj. .{nder.
Iicklebl'717 tSlt (61. O. Ringdahl: 4./8 191.3 (d),2/8 1945 (29). S. Selan-
der'. l'ol7 l9+5 (d). G. \Yinblad. GArdhy 2115 19.19 (2 ?). N. Bruce. Gltim-
nrirrge: Isudden 117 1949 (9). B. Tjeder. N{itrbylenga 24/7 19.)2 (9 3). E.
Kjellarrder. Golland: Rine:Rone 1ii 1711. C. r'. Linn6 1Dahlbom 1837
p. 25.1). \'isby. C. H. Boheman- Alskog 3-{/7 1850 (2 ? 3 d). G. Dahlbom.
San<la 25-26/6 1858 (5 I 7 6). G. Dahlbom. Grtirlingbo t5l8 194+ (3 ?). Kj.
lnder. \'amlingbo: Rcms, sand-dune l6lE 19{-l (2 9). Kj. -\nder. Vamlingbo
18/7 1956 (7? Sd)- O. Lundblad. Tofta, sandy beach'5/8 1914 (29). Kj.
Ander:29/6 l9+7 td).I. Svensson. Tofta 7/8 19{6 (6). T. Gisl6n). Gammel-
garn, sandy beach 2218 1944 (6) I(j. .{nder. - Sodermanland: I without
information of the localit!'. P. Wahlberg. Upland: d ritrithout information
of the localitl.. P. \Yahlberg. Upsala 3./7 1901 ( d ). {/7 -01 (9) . A. Roman:
(9d). O. Lundblad.

Sjaelland: Tisvilde 26/7 1916 ?. 'I'ibirke/Nielsen 1907 p.37,717 1942 ?.
Bornholm: Ronne l4l7 1882 ?. r8/7 1949 (9), l4l7 1959 (29 3d). O.

Lundblad. Hasle 2/7 18E3. H. G. Jensen: 15/7 1949 (6). E. \Yieslander. Bvaa
Iilitter sand--dune. Nielsen (1007 p.37). Fredensborg. in the hotel's garden
2716 1958 (9 3 d). S. Erlandsson. Boderne t5l7 1937-. P. Solnran.
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